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WORLD  WOOL  PRODUCTION 

IN  1974  AND  TRADE  IN  1973    ^  if^±ls\U  sj^ 


World  wool  production  in  the  1974  season  increased 
4.5  percent  to  2.6  million  metric  tons.  Each  of  the  five 
major  producer-exporters  (Australia,  New  Zealand, 
Argentina,  South  Africa,  and  Uruguay)  showed  increases 
over  depressed  1973  levels. 

In  Australia,  the  world's  largest  wool  producer,  the 
first  production  estimate  for  the  1974-75  season  (made  in 
July  1974)  forecast  a  10  percent  increase  in  production 
over  the  previous  year's  level.  The  expected  increase  re- 
sulted partly  from  greater  sheep  numbers,  and  also  from 
an  increase  in  cut  per  head  following  excellent  pastoral 
conditions. 

Production  in  the  USSR  is  up  about  2.5  percent  due  to 
increased  numbers. 

New  Zealand  wool  production  is  expected  to  increase 
about  7  percent,  to  305,000  metric  tons  in  the  1974-75 
season,  compared  to  285,000  metric  tons  in  1973-74. 
Sheep  numbers  are  on  the  increase  with  inventories  at 
June  30,  1974,  standing  at  58  million  head,  compared  to 
56.7  million  head  the  previous  year. 

A  slight  increase  is  forecast  for  Argentine  wool  pro- 
duction in  the  1974  season.  Inprovement  in  both  domes- 
tic and  international  prices  for  wool  in  1972  resulted  in 
greater  sheep  retention  and  reversed  the  downward  trend 
in  sheep  numbers  that  began  in  1969.  Numbers  on  June 
30,  1969,  were  estimated  at  41  million  head  and  are  ex- 
pected to  have  totaled  41.5  million  head  on  June  30, 
1974. 

Wool  production  in  Uruguay  is  forecast  3,000  tons 
above  that  of  the  1974-75  season,  to  64,000  tons,  due  to 
a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  sheep  shorn  and  im- 
proved yields. 

U.S.  wool  production  in  the  1974  season  is  estimated 
at  67,400  metric  tons — down  7  percent  from  the  72,200 
tons  produced  in  1973.  The  number  of  sheep  shorn  is  es- 
timated at  16.3  million  head — down  7  percent  from  the 
17.6  million  shorn  in  1973.  The  1974  average  fleece 


weight  is  estimated  at  8.24  pounds,  compared  with  8.25 
pounds  the  previous  year. 

The  volume  of  wool  traded  in  world  markets  in  1973 
was  the  smallest  it  has  been  in  recent  years  and  20  per- 
cent below  the  1972  record. 

The  sharpest  drop  in  export  volume  occurred  in  ship- 
ments from  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  South  Africa. 
The  European  Community  and  the  United  States  recorded 
the  most  significant  reductions  in  imports.  In  these  coun- 
tries, large  scale  substitutions  of  cheaper  manmade  fibers 
took  place  in  wool  textile  industries  and  stocks  were  run- 
down because  of  high  interest  costs  and  expected  lower 
prices. 

In  1973  Japan  imported  316,000  metric  tons  of 
wool — down  nearly  10  percent  from  1972  imports  but 
about  equal  to  entries  in  1970  and  1971.  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  stocks  of  raw  wool  in  Japan  totaled  a  record  58,000 
metric  tons. 

U.S.  wool  imports  totaled  about  35,000  metric  tons  in 
1973 — down  36  percent  from  1972  entries.  The 
downturn  continued  in  1974,  and  for  the  first  1 1  months, 
imports  were  off  56  percent  from  those  of  the  previous 
year. 

Data  for  1974  indicate  a  continued  downturn  in  world 
wool  trade.  In  the  last  months  of  1973  and  early  1974 
Japanese  purchases  of  raw  wool  were  limited  due  to  large 
stocks  of  wool  and  woolen  products  and  a  reduction  in 
demand  for  woolen  goods.  In  the  United  Kingdom  man- 
made  fiber  usage  in  the  wool  textile  industry  continues  to 
grow,  but  at  the  expense  of  virgin  wool  usage.  In  the  first 
8  months  of  1974,  manmade  fibers  accounted  for  41  per- 
cent of  the  fiber  consumption  by  the  U.K.  textile  indus- 
try, compared  with  35  percent  for  the  same  period  of 
1973. 

The  continued  poor  economic  and  export  situation  dur- 
ing the  last  half  of  1974  and  early  1975  has  caused  major 


wool  producing  countries  to  take  measure  to  help 
stabilize  producer  wool  prices. 

In  Australia,  the  Government  announced  an  increase  in 
its  financial  backing  of  the  Australian  Wool  Commis- 
sion's floor  price  scheme  (250  cents  per  clean  kilo  for  21 
micron  wool)  from  A$150  million  to  A$350  million. 


New  Zealand,  under  an  emergency  aid  program,  an- 
nounced in  late  November  that  it  is  making  part  of  NZS25 
million  available  in  short-term  low  interest  loans  to  pro- 
vide adequate  funds  for  the  New  Zealand  Wool  Market- 
ing Corporation  to  purchase  wool  at  auction  to  support 
prices. 


(OOt  (ACTUAL  MEI6HT)     I  INTERNATIONAL  TRACE  IN  SELECTED  COUNTRIES.  AVERAGE  196S-64.  AKNUAL  1970-73 
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CONTINENT  AND  COUNTRY 


AVERAGE 

1965-69  1970  1971  1972  1973- 

EXPORTS     IMPORTS    EXPORTS     IMPORTS    EXPORTS     IMPORTS    EXPORTS     IMPORTS    EXPORTS  ImPOkTS 


NORTH  AHERICAI 

CkNADt   I 

MEXICO..*.  

UNITED  STATES  

TOTAL  NORTH  AMERICA  

SOUTH  AMERICA) 

ARGENTINA  

BRAZIL  •   I 

CHILE   I 

CflLOMBIA   I 

PERU  

URUGUAir  

OTHER   I 

TOTAL  SOUTH  AMERICA  

EUROPE  I 

MESTERNI 


I.l 

i/""l 
1.2 


122.1 
18.0 
7.S 

2.7 
t6.S 
2.2 
199.0 


8.1 
13.7 
:<>2.8 


2/.1 
 ^T- 


5.2 
9.6 
91. S 


?./2.9 
"  3.S 


0.2 
1.1 
72.8 
87.0 


y  5.1 


4.8 
7.1 

55. 2 


6.0 


67.1 


.7 

g/l.9 
"  2.6 


S.l 


6.0 


94.7 
15.3 
8.8 

.6 
44.7 
2.1 


r4 
.2 
6.1 


166.2 


"575" 


83.3 
16.7 
5.3 


47.0 
2.1 


.9 
3.1 
8.& 


154.3 


73.3 
10.5 


26.5 
1.1 


1.3 

2.0» 
7.5 


111.4 


71.3 
8.0 


21.6 
2.0 


1Q.8 


103.0 


2.9 
3.5 
34.8 


41.2 


1.1 

2.2' 
1  .8 


5.1 


ECl 

BELGIUM-LUXEMaOuRC. 

DENMARK  

FRANCE  

GERMANY.MEST  

IRELAND  

ITALY  

NETHERLANDS  

UNITED  KINGOOIII  

TOTAL  EC  


AUSTRIA  

FINLAND  

GREECE  

ICELAND  

NORWAY  

PORTUGAL  

SPAIN  

SWEDEN  

SWITZERLAND  

TOTAL  WESTERN  EUROPE. 


16.6 

93.3 

14.4 

95,3 

10.5 

75.6 

14.1 

69.3 

11.2 

53.11 

.6 

3.1 

.4 

3.8 

.4 

3.8 

.3 

3.7 

.2 

2.4 

35.1 

146.8 

32.3 

158.5 

33.5 

171.0 

44.0 

164.6 

34.2 

121.5 

4.8 

98.4 

5.4 

98.4 

4.1 

100.9 

5.6 

104.3 

7.0 

49.8 

9.8 

6.4 

7.9 

8,4 

9.3 

8.1 

10.0 

7,9 

9.9 

a. 3 

2.6 

130.8 

2.0 

128.2 

2.1 

105.2 

4.2 

113.4 

3.9 

90.4 

5.1 

14.2 

3.4 

11.2 

1.6 

11.9 

1.7 

12,0 

1.6 

9,6 

20.6 

241.2 

25.3 

205,5 

26.4 

160.5 

30.6 

207,0 

26.6 

150.8 

95.2 

734.2 

91.0 

709.2 

87.8 

637.1 

110.4 

682,2 

94.6 

485.8 

.2 
.1 
.1 
.2 

2.0 
.1 

2.4 
.5 

IO1I2 


5.3 
1.7 
3.5 

1.6 
6.4 
13,8 
4,1 
5,6 
llb.i 


,4 
1.6 


2.3 
.8 
.5 


4.1 

1.3 

11.1 

2.2 
9,4 
21.2 
2.8 
4,5 
765,9 


,1 
.2 

2.1 
.3 

3.7 
.5 
.6 
~957S- 


4.2 
1.7 

10,9 
.1 
1.9 
9.9 

17.1 
2.4 
5.2 
690.4 


.3 
.3 
1.6 
.2 
5.5 
.5 

 ,T_ 

119.5 


5.0 
1.1 

10.3 
.3 
1.5 
9.U 

18.4 
2.3 
7.0 
737.1 


.3 
.2 
1.6 

5.2 
1.6 
1.0 
104.5 


AFRICAI 

ALGERIA  

KENYA  

MOROCCO  

SOUTH  AFRICA 

TUNISIA  

UaR  (EGYPT)... 
TOTAL  AFRICA 


3/. 


ASIAI 

AFGHANISTAN...  

CHINA  (PEOPLE^  REPUBLIC)  

CHINA,  REP.  OF  (TAIWAN)  

CYPRUS  

INDIA  

IRAN  

IRAQ  

ISRAEL...  

.iAPAN  

JORDAN  

KOREA V  REP . OF .................... 

LEBANON  

PAKISTAN  

SYRIAN  ARAB  REP  

TURKEY.  

TOTAL  ASIA  

OCEANIAI 

AUSTRALIA....  

NEW  ZEALAND  

TOTAL  OCEANIA  


.3 
1.6 
.6 
116.4 
.1 


119.0 


,4 
3.6 

.3 
4.0 


.2 
1,T 

92.9 
94. B 


1,6 
.2 

1.1 

3.5 
.6 

8.6 


.1 

1.3 


78. S 
.1 


lb. 7 


80.1 


1.2 
.6 

1.6 
3.3 
1.3 
6.6 

-ViTS- 


.1» 

1.6 


115.7 
.1 


nr. 6 


1.1  ^ 
.1 

2.4 
2.2 
1.2 
9.4 
16.4 


.1  * 
1.5 


76.8 
.1 


674,4 
271.0 


945.5 


4.6 
.7 


5,4 


7o6.3 
289.0 
995.3 


7.1 
1.7 


8.8 


679.7 
300.8 


9.1 
1.8 


760.5 
313.6 


12.2 
1.0 


980.5 


10. B  1,074.1 


13.2 


58T.3 
245.2 
832.4 


4.4 
I.  J 
11.0 
.3 
1.3 
8.9 
16.  A 
1.6 
6,4 


536.8 


EASTERN! 

.3 

2,5 

.1 

2. 

3 

.1 

1.4 

.2 

1.4 

.2<( 

1.4* 

.3 

20,6 

2 

.1 

19. 

7 

1.6 

19.7 

.9 

19.0 

.9  » 

20,0  > 

21,3 

19. 

9 

20.2 

19.5 

15.8 

27o 

4.8 

1 

.b" 

3. 

4 

1.4 

2.8 

1.4 

2.1 

.4 

3.5 

16.6 

16. 

5 

18.3 

22.0 

19.9 

1.8 

1.8 

1 

.4 

2. 

3 

1.2 

3.0 

2.2 

3.4 

2 

.2  » 

3.4  ■» 

.7 

14.0 

.3 

21. 

4 

.5 

26.6 

1.0 

17.7 

.4 

19.4 

S.l 

il.i 

5 

.8 

85. 

s 

4.6 

92. u 

5.7 

85.1 

4 

.2 

83.4 

106.3 

857.8 

lo3 

.5 

851. 

4 

100.2 

782.4 

125.2 

822.2 

108 

.7 

620.2 

24.8 

62.1 

17 

,7 

82. 

7 

14.4 

86.1 

12.1 

83.1 

7 

.5 

96. 

1.1 

■  1 

1.6 
1.1 
1. 
3.7 

"579" 


4.0 

4.8 

5.1 

5.2* 

5.2  • 

14,8 

U.2 

4.8 

6.2 

.4 

3,7 

.7 

8.3 

2.6 

12.8 

5.8 

16.3 

16.8 

.2 

17.2 

.2 

12.3 

,4 

.5 

.4 

.5 

.6  -tt- 

8.8 

11.6 

6.9 

20.2 

5.3 

16,9 

7.1 

10.0 

7.0 

5,7 

1.2 

6.2 

7.6 

8,2 

15.4 

20.0* 

3.9 

,3 

3.9 

.6 

3.5 

,5 

3.6 

.8 

1.8 

.8» 

2.6 

4.1 

4,7 

6.3 

2,6 

.2 

278.6 

.6 

320.5 

.2 

307,8 

.4 

348.1 

.4 

315.7 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.l« 

2.2 

3.U 

2.6 

5.7 

4.1 

5.6 

4.1 

7.6 

5,4 

6.9 

4.1 

8.9 

5.0 

8.9  - 

5.  lj* 

9.5 

.7 

5.1 

1.5 

4.3 

1.4 

4.9 

2.1 

3.6 

1.8 

6.9 

.3 

5,0 

,4 

7.0 

.5 

9.8 

2.1 

12.0 

2.8 

2.1 

8,8 

2.6 

8.1 

.1 

9.3 

12.1 

5.2 

57.7 

331  ,ii 

42,0 

393.9 

33.4 

376.6 

41.4 

433.1 

42.3 

388.7 

10. 3 
1.3 


11.6 


TOTAL  SELECTED  COUNTRIES  U/ ....  I     1.453.4    1,436.4    1.420.5    1,465,5    1,366.4    1,370.1     1.487.7    1,445.8    1,174.9  1,171.6 


NOTES:    TOmS  MAY  NOT  ADD  DUE  TO  ROnMIMG. 
*  IHIICATJS  FAS  PORBCAST. 

A  DASH  DENOTES  NO  TRADE  OR  TRADE  LESS  THAN  HALF  THE  UNIT  SHOWN. 
1/  PREXDaNAEY. 

V  WASHED,  SCOURED,OR  CLEAN  BASIS. 

y  INCLDDES  EXPORTS  FROM  SOUTHHEST  ATRICA. 

y  EltCLnnES  wool  on  SKMS,  REZEXPORTS  WHERE  POSSIBLE;  IMPORTS  IN  MOST  CASES  REFES  TO  GROSS  IMPORTS, 

FOREttaj  AGRICULTURAL  SffiVICE.  PREPARED  OR  ESTIMATED  ON  IHE  BASIS  OF  OFFICIAL  STATISTICS  OF  FOREIM  GOVERNMENTS,  OTHER  fDREIGJ)  SOURCE  MATERIALS,  REPORTS  OF 
U.  S.  AGRICULTURAL  ATTACHES  AND  FOREIQI  SERVICE  OFFICERS,  RESULTS  OF  OFFICE  RESEARCH^AND  RELATED  INFORMATION. 


KOOH  6HE*ST  8*SISI  PRODUCTION  IN  SPECIFIED  COUNTRIES      -  AVERAGE  1965-69.  ANNUAL  1970-7* 

IN  THOUSANDS  OF  METRIC  TONS 


EUROPE  I 
MESTERNI 
EC  I 

BELGIUH-LUXEMBOURC  

DENMARK...  

FRANCE  

GERMANY tMEST  

IRELAND  

ITALY  

NETHERLANUS  

UNITED  KINOOOM  

TOTAL  EC  

GREECE  

PORTUGAL  

SPAIN  

OTHER  

TOTAL  mESTERN  EUROPE. 


EASTERN! 

BULGARIA  

GERMANY. EAST  

HUI^GARy  

POLAND  

ROMANIA  

YUGOSLAVIA  

OTHER  

TOTAL  EASTERN  EUROPE. 


.3 
.3 

22. <> 
3.<> 

10.7 

1A.3 
1.5 

57.6 

110.5 


7.9 
13.7 
35.2 

9.0 


176.8 


27.1 
7.9 

10. <> 
6.4 

28.3 

13.2 
5.7 


.3 
.2 
20.3 
3.6 
9.* 
12.5 
1.7 
*T.2 

95.2 


7.7 
10.4 
33.8 

8.8 


155.9 


26.9 
9.0 
9.8 
8.9 
29.7 
12. U 
6.6 


.3 
.2 
21.0 
3.6 
10.7 
12.1 
1.7 
*4.5 

94.1 


8.1 
9.0 
32.1 
8.6 


.3 
.2 
21.2 
3.6 
10.2 
11.8 
1.7 
46.7 

95.7 


8.5 
6,5 
31.7 
8.6 


151.9 


153.0 


29.7 
8.0 
8.6 
9.1 
28.7 
U.S 
6.9 


31.* 
8.0 
7.3 
7.9 

29.6 
9.6 
6,6 


.3 
.2 
21.4 
3.8 
10.2 
11.7 
1.7 
49.4 

98.7 


8.7 
6.9 
36.0 
8.8 


161.1 


30.8 
6.3 
7.1 
7.8 

30.3 
9.S 
6.4 


Ht:GION  AND  COUNTRY 

AVERAGE 
1965-69 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

NORTH  AMERICA  1 

2.1 
5.5 
100.8 
.7 

1.8 
4.1 
65.0 
.6 

1.9 
3.7 
81. 9 
.6 

1.9 
3.6 
78.3 
.6 

1.8 
3.6 
72.2 
.6 

1.8 
3.7 
67.4 
.7 

.  109.1 

91.5 

88.1 

84.4 

76.3 

73.7 

SUUTH  AMERICA! 

.  209.2 
34.2 
25.6 
10.5 
81.2 
9.7 

1 99.8 
40.6 
22.3 
11.3 
80.0 
9.7 

1 88.  6 
34.4 
18.2 
11.2 
62.0 
9.7 

177.0 
37.1 
16.5 

6.3 
61.0 

9.7 

179.2 
36.5 
17.0 

8.6 
61.0 

9.7 

182.0 
37.0 
17.2 

8.9 
64.0 

9.8 

370.4 

363.7 

324.2 

309.5 

312.0 

318.9 

■  3 
.2 
21.7 

4.1 

10.0 
11  .6 
l.T 
S2.2 

101. B 


8.9 
8,5 
34,0 

6,9 


162.1 


30.3 
8.7 
6.9 
7.8 

30.1 
9.6 
6.3 


TOTAL  EUKOPE. 


100.9 

lOS.l 

lu2.6 

100.4 

100.2 

9g.7 

277.7 

261. u 

254.5 

253.4 

261.3 

261.7 

U.S.S.R  

AFRICA! 

MOROCCO  

SOUTH  AFRICA  5/ , 

TUNISIA  7.1 

OTHER  

TOTAL  

ASIA! 

INDIA  

IRAN  

IkAU  

PAKISTAN  

SYRIA  ARAB  REP.. 

TURKEY  

OTHER  


385.4 


418.9 


428.8 


420.0 


428.0 


438.9 


14.6 
150.4 
4.5 

18.4 


188. 0 


36.1 
19.2 
12.9 
19.3 
13.4 
45.7 
120.4 


15.5 
126.6 
4.2 

19.2 


165.5 


36. u 
19.6 
13.6 
20.0 
12.7 
47.5 
126.1 


13.5 
121.2 

4.U 

19.1 


20.0 
114.7 

3.6 

19.1 


157.9 


157. 4 


37. u 
19.0 
13.« 
20.0 
12. T 
47.5 
135. 


30.8 
IS.O 
13.6 
20.4 
12.T 
5o.3 
137.8 


23.0 
1U.5 
3.2 
19.9 


157.6 


30.1 
16. S 
13.6 
20.4 
12.7 
47.3 
.7 


21.0 
IIS.O 
3,0 
2S,5 


159,5 


3c.  1 
16.0 
13.6 
2C.9 
12.7 
48.0 


275.5 

2oS.2 

283.6 

280.3 

282.7 

OCEANIA! 

88S.S 
333.9 

875.- 
322.3 

737.  ; 
3:8.6 

701.0 

772.0 
304.5 

1,219.4 

1.197.7 

1.045.8 

.i 

1.076.5 

2,795.5 

2.730.3 

2.554.1 

2.  503  .3 

2.611.9 

NOTE:    TOTALS  HAY  NOT  ADD  DUE  TO  ROlfflDINQ. 

WOl'  *ND  ''OOl  EXMRTED  Oil  SKIHS  WITH  THE  LATTER  TWO  COHVSJTED  TO  A  CfflBAST  BASIS     WOOL  MUEKD  I«  TKS  S?K1C  -»  not 

3/  ilXaUDES  PULLED  WOOL. 

V  INn,UDES  PULLED  VCOL  CONVERTED  TC  A  GREASY  BASIS  USIHG  1.7  COHVSiSIOII  FACTOR 
?/  INCLUDES  REPUBLIC  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA,  LESOTOO,  AND  SOimwEST  AIHICA. 
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